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**From Scripps Howard News Service:**

Tens of thousands of people with advanced medical needs have been displaced by Hurricane Katrina, and thousands more are hurt or will sustain injuries and illnesses during the long recovery ahead for the four-state zone hammered by the storm.

Yet over much of the affected Gulf Coast region, hospitals, nursing homes and group homes have been left so damaged or cut off from supplies that they must be abandoned. Some 4,800 patients have been evacuated to other cities, or are still trying to get out of the disaster zone in and around New Orleans, officials said.

According to the Census Bureau, 15 percent of New Orleans' residents aged 5 and older have some type of disability, and it appears certain that much of their city won't have any housing to offer them for months, perhaps years.

"I don't think there's any recent precedent for taking care of a large, medically fragile population like that for the length of time they're likely to have to be in temporary shelter," said Patrick Libbey, executive director of the National Association of County and City Health Officials. "We may have to rethink what we mean by the terms 'temporary' and 'interim.' "

**From Star News Services:**

Along the highway, Aleck Scallan, 63, sat in his wheelchair.

A group of police officers in a boat had rescued him from his home, which quickly flooded Tuesday morning, and dropped him off on the interstate on-ramp.

Then, they left. Scallan was left with a frail, elderly companion on a stretch of highway that fell below two giant humps, leaving them in the valley of the concrete slopes.

“Where am I going to go?” he said. “They were supposed to pick us up and take us to the dome.”

**From AP reports:**

Around the corner, an elderly woman lay dead in her wheelchair, covered up by a blanket, and another body lay beside her wrapped in a sheet.

"I don't treat my dog like that," 47-year-old Daniel Edwards said as he pointed at the woman in the wheelchair.

"You can do everything for other countries, but you can't do nothing for your own people," he added. "You can go overseas with the military, but you can't get them down here."

**From Reuters:**

Elderly people in wheelchairs tried to make their way through flooded streets in search of help, and entire families were trapped on elevated highways without water in sweltering heat.

"We want help," people chanted at the city's convention center, where thousands of evacuees were told to seek shelter when Katrina pounded the U.S. Gulf Coast on Monday, only to find woefully inadequate supplies of food or water.

Several corpses lay in nearby streets. The body of one elderly woman was abandoned in her wheelchair, covered with just a blanket.

**From the New York Times News Service:**

Another concern, Dr. Irwin Redlener said, is that people may have lost or become separated from the drugs they rely on daily for diabetes, heart disease and other chronic ailments. Pharmacies in the affected areas may have insufficient stocks of vital drugs like insulin for diabetics, creating a need to organize efforts to import and distribute essential medicines in the area. The shortage could go on for months, Redlener said.

Many people who stayed in affected areas probably had disabilities that prevented them from leaving before the hurricane, Redlener said.

**From Newhouse News Service:**

There were people in wheelchairs, people in hospital gowns, people still strapped to gurneys with IVs in their arms. There were amputees, blind people, mentally ill people.

They were people who thought they might not make it.

Albert Hall was one of them. He's got a prosthetic leg and uses a wheelchair. He said as the water rose to the second floor of his 350-unit apartment building, others were able to get up on the roof of the building.

"I couldn't get on the roof with this thing," he said, pointing to his prosthesis. "So I stayed on the balcony. I kept hollering and hollering 'Help, help!' every time a boat came near, but no one could hear me. I was down and crazy with hollering. It was awful. I really thought I was done for."

By the time a police boat picked him up, he was nearly out of insulin.

So was Irene Williams, another one of the evacuees. Diabetes has left her with poor circulation that makes it difficult to walk. And driving wasn't an option for her and her sister.

"We would have liked to go, but we didn't have the funds to go," 

Williams said. "We're used to storms, though. So we thought we could ride it out."

**From Cox News Service:**

Alone in her one-bedroom house, Fluffy Sparks sat in her wheelchair and did the only thing she could think of when Hurricane Katrina's floodwaters rushed into her home: she prayed.

"I prayed like I've never prayed in all my life," said Sparks, 46.

Unable to leave, she sat terrified as the water slowly rose past her 

ankles, up her shoulders and finally to her chin.

"I told God, 'I can't believe you're ready for me now. Don't let me die in this water here by myself.'"

Sparks managed to haul herself onto her small kitchen table. 

Miraculously, the water stopped rising just as it reached the table's top.

"I'm breathing," she said Tuesday morning, sweating in a mud-stained gown while watching a parade of people wading and passing by in small fishing boats on Fremaux Street, which was covered by thigh-deep, but receding, waters. "It was horrible, and it's still horrible, but I'm breathing."

Sparks' terrifying story is just one of hundreds, possibly thousands, that will be shared for generations in Katrina's aftermath.

**From the Globe and Mail:**

"Help!" was the plea from a person in a wheelchair in New Orleans that flashed mid-storm on the BlackBerry of Mark Smith of the Louisiana office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness. "There's nothing we can do for this person right now," he said.

**From the San Francisco Chronicle:**

Adrian Ory, 57, arrived in Houston today with her deaf daughter, Adrian Munguia, 39, and her 10-year-old granddaughter, Angel, who uses a wheelchair that had to be left behind in New Orelans. Angel was lying on a cot under a blanket.

Ory and Munguia live in different apartments near Legion Field in New 

Orleans, but they were together when the water started rising.

Munguia hadn’t wanted to leave.

“She didn’t think it would do all this, and I didn’t think it would either. So I stayed with her,” Ory said.

“That wind started cutting up. It was blowing and blowing. Man, that water started rising — you couldn’t see no cars. I opened the front door and it was right up to here,” she said, holding her hand chest-high.

“I saw bodies floating by, dogs on top of roofs, dogs swimming.”

As the water kept rising, the family escaped to a second-floor hallway, where they shouted for help out of a window and waved towels to attract attention. Eventually they were rescued by a National Guard boat.
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