INVITATION TO JOIN AN ELECTRONIC FORUM

ON THE WORLD CONFERENCE ON DISASTER REDUCTION

Dear RADIX visitor!

May I invite you (and any colleagues and students you may think of) to participate 

in an electronic forum I am running on the upcoming World Conference on Disaster 

Reduction.  I am sorry that I'm informing you late (but not too late as we're only in 

day 4).  

My own students and those from many parts of the world will be discussing and 

debating some of the central themes to be addressed in Kobe.  The number of 

participants is now over 100 so far. 

However, this is not only for students and trainees (although I would be grateful 

to any colleagues who wanted to draw attention to to this forum), but to 

everyone.  All one has to do is to to to this web address: 

http://132.162.64.84/forum/  . 

One registers (user name, email, and a password you make up for yourself  is all 

that is required; one can omit all the other stuff, but, if one wants, provide some 

details like "location" and "interests" that will show up under a "profile" so that 

participants can get to know each other better). 

Then one simply goes to the line saying "International Student Forum on the 

WCDR" and clicks.  This gives you a menu including all of the three "weekly 

themes" and any new topics that have been created.  One reads, and weighs in by 

clicking "post response", if one is so moved. 

We'll move chronologically from week 1-3 over the first three weeks of December, 

but the other two weeks are, in fact, open for comment now, and all the subjects 

are linked intellectually. You can opt to be alerted by email every time a new 

message is added.  Again, clicking "international student forum" whenever you log 

on gets you to all the themes, new ones that people invent, and not just the "weekly 

ones".  People have already begun responding to all three nominally "weekly" 

themes.  So the chronological discipline of the Western mind is subverted again.  

Maybe a good thing, too!  So check out all the themes for new postings. 

There are lots of other bells and whistles on this soft ware, but participants should 

just ignore them. These annoying icons appear top and bottom, actually all over the 

place.  One needs simply to ignore them. The soft ware my college is using is 

modified from one it has that is normally used for classroom "electronic" discussion.  

A more simple, elegant format was too expensive. 

Thanks very much and warm regards to everyone. 
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